
Department of Graphic Arts and Communications 
Master's Program Study and Degree Examination Regulations 

(Applicable to students enrolled from Academic Year 2024) 

Approved with amendments at the 2nd 

Academic Affairs Meeting of the 2024 Academic Year (April 16, 2025) 

Article 1 

These regulations are established in accordance with the "National Taiwan Normal University 
Degree Conferment and Graduate Degree Examination Regulations." 

Article 2 

The degree conferred by this master's program is the Master of Engineering (M.Eng.). 

Article 3: Selection of Thesis Advisor 

1. Graduate students must select a thesis advisor by the end of the first academic year. 

2. The advisor must be a full-time faculty member of this department with the rank of 
Assistant Professor or above. 

3. If the research topic falls outside the advisor’s expertise, a co-advisor (Assistant 
Professor or above) from another department may be recommended and approved by 
the department chair. 

4. If the original advisor is unable to continue, or the student requests a change, the 
change must be approved by the original advisor and may occur only once. 

5. Each advisor may supervise a limited number of new graduate students per year, as 
decided by the departmental curriculum committee. External co-advisors may 
supervise no more than one student per cohort. 

Article 4: Course Selection and Credit Requirements 

1. Students lacking prerequisites must complete at least one specified undergraduate-
level departmental course (not counted towards graduation credits). 

2. A student may take up to 18 credits per semester (excluding required remedial 
undergraduate courses). 

3. Non-departmental courses (excluding education courses) are limited to 8 credits per 
semester (not restricted if graduation credit requirement is met). 

4. Credits from cross-listed courses require advisor approval and are limited to one course 
per semester and 6 credits in total. 

5. A minimum of 36 credits is required for graduation, including: 

(1) Core Required Courses: Research Methodology (3 credits), Seminar I & II (2 credits 



each) – total 7 credits. 

(2) Special Topic Research: Based on advisor's designation each semester. 

(3) Electives: As designated by the advisor from offered courses. 

6. Students must complete the university’s online “Academic Research Ethics Education 
Program” and pass its assessment before writing their thesis. 
(http://ethics.nctu.edu.tw/) 

Article 5: Credit Transfer 

1. Conducted in accordance with NTNU's "Credit Transfer Regulations." 

2. A maximum of 10 credits can be transferred. 

3. Core required courses are not eligible for transfer. 

4. Transferable courses must closely relate to the professional electives. 

Article 6: Degree Examination and Thesis (or Written/Technical Report) 

1. For students in the arts category (e.g., visual communication arts, film/TV, or other 
graphic communication arts), a portfolio with a written report may substitute for a 
thesis. The report should include: 

(1) Creative/Performance Concept and Case Description 

(2) Theoretical Foundation 

(3) Methodology and Analysis 

(4) Contributions and Other Achievements 

2. For students in the applied technology category (e.g., printing, multimedia, or other 
technology fields), a technical achievement with a technical report may be substituted. 
The report should include: 

(1) Concept and Case Description 

(2) Theoretical Foundation 

(3) Methodology and Analysis 

(4) Contributions and Other Achievements 

3. Students must complete both the Proposal Defense and the Final Defense (degree 
examination) to fulfill graduation requirements. 

4. Proposal Defense 

(1) Eligibility: Advisor’s approval; completion of core required courses. 
(2) Deadline: End of April or November (exact dates announced one month in advance). 
(3) Procedure: As per departmental checklist. 
(4) Submission: Proposal must be submitted 10 calendar days prior to the defense. 

http://ethics.nctu.edu.tw/


(5) Review Outcomes: Pass, Conditional Pass, Re-review after revisions, Fail. Re-review 
must be completed within one month. 

(6) Major changes post-approval require re-submission. 
5. Final Defense (degree examination) 

(1) Eligibility: Must have passed the proposal defense, completed 36 credits (including 

current semester), participated in advisor-approved departmental or industry-academic 

research, and co-authored at least one paper (journal or conference) with the advisor. 

(2) Submission: Thesis must be submitted 10 calendar days prior to the defense. 

(3) Committee Composition: 

(4) 3–5 members; at least 1/3 external (including part-time NTNU faculty). 

(5) Appointed by the university president; convenor designated by the department, not the 

advisor. 

(6) Members must be professors or experts with doctoral degrees or recognized 
achievements. 

Article 7 

Matters not specified herein shall be handled in accordance with NTNU's Degree Conferment 
and Graduate Examination Regulations. 

Article 8 

These regulations involving degree requirements shall be approved by the departmental, 
college, and academic affairs meetings. Other matters require departmental and Office of 
Academic Affairs approval and follow the same amendment procedure. 

 


